
Paw Pals 
Animal Assisted Education 

Consent Form 
The Paw Pals Animal Assisted Education program ("Paw Pals AAE Program") supports students who are currently disengaged or 

at risk of 

disengaging from education. The Paw Pals AAE Program focuses on building student engagement and confidence through animal 

assisted activities and individualised learning sessions working alongside our trained therapy dogs and program facilitators. 

The Paw Pals AAE Program aims to: 

• Increase social confidence and emotional intelligence

• Improve self-regulation and behavioural management skills

• Increase student engagement in academic based learning tasks

• Deliver positive learning experiences and opportunities for student success

For further information contact (03) 8317 9700 or education.metro@mackillop.org.au 

Name of Student Date of Birth 

I,   (Parent/Guardian name) give permission for the above-

named student to participate in the Paw Pals AAE Program on the Terms and Conditions set out below. 

As part of running the Paw Pals AAE Program, program facilitators may take photographs of participants for 

use in media or internal communications.  If you do not consent to photos of the student being taken, please 

tick the box below. 

I wish to opt out of having the student’s photo taken during sessions of the Paw Pals AAE Program. 

Parent/Guardian 
Signature 

Contact Number/s 

Time of day for Animal 

Assisted Education 

sessions 

Location of where the 

sessions will take place 

Please note that our handlers and therapy dogs have undergone intensive training and have passed the required practical and 

theoretical assessment framework to qualify as certified Animal Assisted Therapy teams. Each handler and therapy dog holds 

up-to-date certification as safe and stable teams suitable to work within a private or public setting. 

MacKillop Education - Maidstone Campus 

10-12 Gilda Street

Maidstone VIC 3012

(03) 8317 9700

education.metro@mackillop.org.au mackillop.org.au 
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Terms and conditions 

a. All parents and guardians should ensure that students are screened for allergies before taking part in 

the Paw Pals  AAE Program. All allergies must be reported to the program facilitators prior to 

any scheduled session. 

b. If a parent, guardian or student has a fear of dogs, they must report this to our program facilitators prior 

to any scheduled session. Our program facilitators will take the appropriate measures to ensure that 

everyone feels safe while our dogs are on-site. 

c. If sick or injured, our dogs will not be able to attend sessions until the illness or injury subsides or upon 

veterinary approval. In the event that a dog is unable to attend sessions, a modified session may be run 

without a dog. If this cannot occur, prebooked sessions will be rescheduled or a refund will be provided, as 

agreed between the parties.  

d. It is our responsibility to ensure dogs are up-to-date with all vaccinations and health screening. 
Documentation can be provided to parents or guardians upon request. 

e. All students interacting with our dogs must wash their hands and use hand sanitiser or sanitising wipes 

before and after each session of the Paw Pals AAE Program. Program facilitators will remind students to 

sanitise their hands before and after each session. 

f. If students become emotionally dysregulated during a session of the Paw Pals AAE Program, and are 

displaying unsafe behaviours towards our dogs or program facilitators, the session will be ended in a 

supportive and safe manner. Where this occurs, the session will not be rescheduled or refunded.  

g. Sometimes our dogs show affection through licking, which may result in oral contact from our dogs. 

Although every effort will be made by the program facilitators to monitor this, it is important to note that 

this type of contact cannot always be prevented. Parents and guardians should notify our program facilitators 

of any concerns.  

h. MacKillop and our program facilitators cannot be held liable for any injury or zoonosis disease transmitted 

during sessions of the Paw Pals AAE Program. 

i. Our dogs can opt out of sessions to rest, sleep or take a break as required. Where this occurs, the session will 
not be rescheduled or refunded. 

j. MacKillop has a heat policy in place to ensure that therapy dogs do not suffer from any form of heat stress. 

This means on extreme weather days a modified session may be run without a dog. If this cannot occur, 

prebooked sessions will be rescheduled or a refund will be provided, as agreed between the parties. 

k. Parents and guardians must provide 48 hours’ notice of cancellation to avoid being charged for a 

scheduled session.  
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